
Fall Lawn Weed Control



 Fall weed control is best on difficult to control 
weeds such as clover, ivy, and dandelions

 Winter annuals such as henbit and chickweed 
are germinating.

 Perennials are in process of winter storage and 
are moving “food” to the roots. Herbicides will 
be moved from leaves to roots.

 Lawns are typically actively growing with shorter 
days and cooler weather. Less stress on 
desirable lawn from herbicides.

 Cuticles on plants are thinner in fall and enter 
plant tissues easier.





 Herbicides alone won’t make a healthy lawn. Often weed problems can 
be controlled by altering the cultural practices.

 Fertilizers are a must. 2-4#/1000 sq. ft. per year of nitrogen. Clover is a 
sign of nutrient deficient lawn. Use slow release fertilizers in spring and 
summer and quick release in fall. Apply 60-100% of nitrogen in fall.  One 
in sept (mix slow and quick release) and second after final mowing (fast 
release). 25-5-5, 46-0-0, 18-0-0.

 Proper watering, irrigate deeply. Water to wet soil to depth of turf roots. 
Do not water again until first sign drought stress. Drought stress will show 
a bluish-grey hue or footprints in turf after walked upon.

 Aeration. Needs to be done when turf is actively growing. Spring or fall. If 
grass feels “spongy” aerate. Don’t want more than ½-3/4” thatch. 

 Pest control, grasshoppers, grubs, moles, etc.
 Proper mowing height, 3-3 1/2 inches.
 Mow frequently. Don’t want to remove more than 1/3 of the leaf blade. This 

may mean mowing twice a week.
 Grow proper seed for area. If shady, use shade tolerant variety and vice 

versa



Top soil.

Poor seed.

Animals.

People and equipment.

Wind.

Seeds may be viable in soil for over 30 

years.

Straw, mulch







What is plant you are trying to control? Is 
it an annual, biennial, or perennial? Is it a 
summer annual that is going to die in few 
weeks?

Not knowing the plant may waste time 
and money by using an ineffective 
herbicide.

Crabgrass control can only take place in 
spring as a preemergence treatment or 
postemergence treatment.





















 Herbicides work best when temperatures above 50 
degrees.

 Need adequate moisture for herbicides to work. If 
plants are drought stressed it is best to wait until 
rainfall or irrigation.

 If using granular weed n feed, turf must be wet for 
herbicide to “stick” to plant surfaces. Morning dew is 
adequate. 

 Herbicides may be applied after several light frosts.
 The more actively the weed is growing the better 

results.
 Don’t apply herbicides if mowed in last couple days.



 Most common choice is a mixture of 2 or 3 herbicides.
 i.e. Trimec. 2,4-D, MCPP, Dicamba.
 The more active ingredients the broader control spectrum.
 Read the label!
 Use surfactant.
 Do not apply to newly seeded lawns until third mowing.
 Do not apply to newly sodded lawns for 4-6 weeks.
 Delay mowing of treated areas for at least 3 days prior  and 

after treatment.
 Triclopyr (Garlon, Crossbow)or Fluroxypyr (Vista, 

Spotlight) for difficult to control weeds.
 Be careful when using broadleaf herbicides around 

desirable plants like trees and shrubs. i.e. Dicamba can be 
absorbed by tree roots. Dicamba in trimec or similar 
herbicides are typically safe for trees.









Calibration is a must to attain good 
control.

Proper calibration saves money and time.
Calibration should be done each season.
Use same pressure and speed as would 

be using during application.
Use clean water.
Pesticides must be used in accordance 

with the label. It is the applicators 
responsibility.





Make sure herbicide may be used on 
lawns

Use at proper rate
Make sure target weed is on label
Use proper PPE
Apply at proper time
Read precautions to non target plants
Keep children and pets off till area dry or 

label recommendations.
Dispose of properly





Fall is an excellent time to apply 

herbicides

Turf health is important

Know source of weeds

Know the weed

Proper timing of application

Proper chemical

Calibration

Read the LABEL!


